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ABSTRACT 


The Fishery Committee for the Eastern Centra! Atlantic 
(CECAF) held its Ninth Session in Banjul, The Cambia, from 15 
to 18 October 1984. Major topics considered were: (a) action on 
recommendations of the Eighth Session; (b) the ad hoc meeting 
of the Steering Committee of CECAF; (c) management of 
resources within the limits of national jurisdiction; (d) technical 
assistance and activities in the region; and (e) implications for 
CECAF of the World Fisheries Conference. Among the 
recommendations of the meeting were: (a) current composition 
and structure of the Committee to be maintained; (b) priority 
to be given to regulation of fishing effort at national level, (c) a 
resolution on the development of national capacities in fisheries 
research; (d) a process for the management of shared stocks of 
the region; and (e) future technical assistance to CECAF. 
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INTRODUCTION 


1. The Ninth Session of the Fishery Committee for the Eastern Central Atlantic 
was held at the Atlantic Hotel, Banjul, The Gambia, from IS to 18 October 1984 at the 
kind invitation of the Government of The Gambia. 

2. The session was attended by 15 Member Nations, representatives of the United 
Nations Development Programme and the European Economic Community, and an 
observer from Canada. The list of participants is given in Appendix 1. 

3. In his opening speech, Mr K. Adzomada, Chairman of CECAF, extending his 
thanks to the Minister of Agriculture, the Government, and the people of The Gambia, 
for hosting the Ninth Session, stressed the importance of fish resources in the 
attainment of worldwide food security. He referred to the FAO World Conference on 
Fisheries Management and Development, held in Rome from 27 June to 6 July 1984, as 
a response to the problems of fishing communities and consumers. CECAF, he said, 
will pursue its activities based largely on the recommendations of the World Fisheries 
Conference. Mr Adzomada also drew attention to the fact that the CECAF Project, 
which for many years has been implementing active fisheries development programmes 
for the management and rational exploitation of resources, the development of 
artisanal fisheries and the training of cadres, would soon be terminated in its present 
form. However, based on the interest shown in the region by FAO, Mr Adzomada 
spoke optimistically of the future of continuing some farm of technical support for 
CECAF. 

4. Mr Adzomada, stressing the importance and the need for international 
collaboration in the region, thanked the FAO Fisheries Department and the Assistant 
Director-General, Mr Carroz, for their untiring efforts to support CECAF, and Mr 
Edouard Saouma, Director-General of FAO, for the efforts deployed to eradicate 
hunger and poverty in the world. Mr Adzomada concluded with his wishes for mutual 
understanding and constructive dialogue among all member countries. 

5. On behalf of the Director-General of FAO and the Assistant Director-General 
(Fisheries Department), the Director of the Fishery Policy and Planning Division, 
Mr B.F. Dada, expressed appreciation for the hospitality and arrangements made for 
the session and asked the Honourable Minister of Agriculture to convey these 
sentiments to the Government and people of The Gambia. He pointed out that the 
recently concluded World Fisheries Conference adopted a Strategy for the worldwide 
development and management of fisheries and thereby created a World Fisheries 
Charter which provided the policy, principles and guidelines for the better use of the 
world's fisheries resources. The Conference also approved five Programmes of Action 
as an integrated framework for assistance to developing countries. As a follow-up to 
this Conference, the FAO Fisheries Department will soon embark upon a programme 
of training designed to upgrade the capabilities of African Member States of CECAF 
in the planning, management and development of fisheries. He enumerated the various 
activities being undertaken by FAO to assist CECAF countries. Finally, Mr Dada 
stressed that the session should consider measures which will transform the laudable 
principles and guidelines adopted at both the World Fisheries Conference and the FAO 
Regional Conference for Africa (Harare, Zimbabwe, July 1984) into practical realities 
for the CECAF region. 

6. In declaring the session officially open, the Honourable Minister of Agriculture 
of the Republic of The Gambia, Alhaji Saihou Sabally, said the current food situation 
in Africa and the global economic recession have brought unprecedented demand on 
fisheries. He underscored the need to properly manage fisheries resources of the 
region. His Excellency Alhaji Saihou Sabally referred to the Sub-regional Conference 
of Ministers for the Preservation, Conservation and Exploitation of Marine Fisheries 
Resources (grouping Cape Verde, The Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Mauritania and Senegal) 
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and expressed the belief that the neighbouring countries could use this institution to 
discuss joint management and exploitation schemes. He stressed the need for 
cooperation among coastal and non-coastal countries. Finally, he appealed to donors 
and all countries that have the means to assist CECAF in the current financial crisis. 

7. The Committee adopted the agenda attached as Appendix 2. 

8. The list of documents submitted to the session is given in Appendix 3. 

9. The Committee appointed a Nominations Committee to facilitate the election of 
officers. The following countries agreed to serve on the Nominations Committee: 
Benin, Morocco, the Republic of Korea, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Spain and the United 
States of America. Morocco served as the Chairman of the Nominations Committee. 

ACTIONS ON RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE EIGHTH SESSION 

10. The Chairman of the Committee presented a report on his activities during the 
intersessional period, and specifically recalled that he visited a number of African 
States in the CECAF region (Congo, Gabon, Mauritania, Morocco and Senegal) in 
July/August 1984, accompanied by the Secretary of the Committee. 

11. He also participated in the following activities: 

Fifth Session of the 5ub-Committee on Management of Resources within the 
Limits of National Jurisdiction, Santa Cruz de Tenerife, September 1983, 

Fifteenth Session of the FAO Committee on Fisheries, Rome, October 1983, 

Ad hoc Session of the CECAF Steering Committee, Rome, May 1984, 

Consultations concerning longer-term technical support reguirements in the 
CECAF region, 

FAO World Conference on Fisheries Management and Development, Rome, 27 
June- 6 July 1984. 

12. The Secretariat presented document CECAF/IX/B4/2 which contained the 
actions taken on the decisions, recommendations and directives of the Eighth Session. 

13. All delegations affirmed their entire satisfaction with the results obtained, 
congratulating the Chairman and the Secretariat for their untirinq and productive 
efforts. 

14. During the discussions that followed, the Committee stressed the need to pursue 
and step up the work undertaken by the Project in almost every area. It requested 
that meetinqs and training programmes in particular be increased in the future. 

15. Some delegations likewise underscored the need for concrete hackinq from the 
coastal countries for the pursuit of technical support to the Committee. 

16. With regard to the Chairman's report, the delegations recoqnized the utility of 
his meetings with national officials, and expressed the desire that similar opportunities 
should be given to future Chairmen. 

17. In response to a question from the delegation of The Gambia requesting the 
status of USAID assistance in stock assessment, the delegation of the United States 
informed the Committee that a proposal for financing the development of a 
methodology for the assessment of coastal stocks on the international level is under 
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review. He indicated that if this programme is funded, CECAF miqht subsequently be 
associated with it. 

18. The delegation of Spain indicated that it shared the Committee's concern with 
reference to the need to obtain the best possible statistics, and confirmed that if the 
Committee so wishes, it would continue providinq its support for data collection at the 
port of Las Palmas. 

19. The delegation of Sierra Leone informed the Committee that a second Working 
Group on Pelagic Stocks in the Sherbro region has been proposed to meet in Freetown 
before the end of March 1985. The support of the project was requested and the exact 
dates for the meeting will be communicated to the Secretariat before the end of 
December 1984. 

20. The delegation also requested that a review be made of all trade barriers 
presently hamperinq intra-reqional trade in fish and fishery products. 

21. The FAO Regional Office for Africa confirmed that it considered the CFCAF 
zone to be a priority, and that it would continue supporting the Project in the future, 
within the limits of its financial resources. 

CONSIDERATION OF THE REPORT OE THE Ad hoc MEETING OF THE CECAF 
STEERING COMMITTEE 

22. In presenting the document CECAF/IX/84/4 comprising the Report of the Ad hoc 
meeting of the Steering Committee held in Rome on 3-4 May 1984, the Chairman 
thanked the Director-General of FAO for having followed up on the recommendation 
made by the Committee to this effect during its 1982 Session in Lome. He noted that 
three of the Steering Committee's four Member States had been able to attend this Ad 
hoc meeting. He discussed, in turn, the two major topics dealt with by the Steering 
Committee. 

(a) CECAF's needs for long-term technical support 

23. While noting that this question was subsequently to be discussed under item 6 of 
the agenda, the Chairman nevertheless drew the Committee's attention to the 
resolution adopted on the matter by the Steering Committee. 

24. Most of the delegations' comments concerned the paragraph of the provision of 
this resolution recommending that those CECAF member States with the possibility to 
do so should lend technical and financial support to the Committee's activities, either 
directly, or by harmonizinq their bilateral programme with CECAF's own. 

25. The Committee agreed upon a new resolution of its own, combining the 
resolution of the Steering Committee and the one passed by its Sub-Committee on 
Fishery Development. The text of this resolution appears in the section of this report 
which deals with technical assistance and other activities in the reqion. 

(b) Composition and structure of the Committee 

26. The Chairman began by summarizing the discussion of the Steerinq C ommittee 
dealing with the powers and duties of the Chairman. He stated that he was fully 
satisfied with the form his involvement with the activities of the Committee and its 
project had taken during the last two years. The Secretariat gave its assurance that in 
the future it would continue to involve the Chairman in the planning and conduct of all 
activities havinq a direct bearing on CECAF. The Committee congratulated the 
Chairman warmly for the exemplary manner in which he had carried out his task. 
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27. The Committee unanimously acknowledged that for the time being the 
composition of the Committee was of secondary importance compared with the 
critical question of the CECAF Project's survival, and that the best solution was to 
maintain the status quo . 

28. The Committee approved the report of the Steering Committee in its entirety. 
MANAGEMENT ISSUES 

29. The Secretariat gave a detailed presentation of the report of the Fifth Session of 
the Sub-Committee on Management of Resources within the Limits of National 
Jurisdiction. It was noted that the report included a summary of the progress made on 
evaluation, the conclusions of the Workshop on the Regulation of Effort, and 
examination by the Sub-Committee of its future role. 

(a) The state of resources 

30. Data collected in the Sherbro region were insufficient for an evaluation of the 
pelagic stock and its level of exploitation, and another meeting is to be convened as 
soon as possible. 

31. In the Northern CECAF region, potentials of horse mackerels and mackerels 
were estimated at 400 000 and 100 000 t respectively. These values are close to the 
current level of catch. 

32. Acoustic surveys by the R/V Dr FRIDTJOF NANSEN also provided invaluable 
information on the distribution of biomasses in the region, permitting an evaluation of 
the biomass of Balistes (500 000 t in the Liberia-Ghana region, and 1.3 million t in the 
Guinea-Guinea Bissau sector). 

33. The Committee congratulated its Sub-Committee and its two Working Parties 
for the work accomplished. 

(b) Regulation of fishing effort 

34. With regard to the regulation of effort, the Committee expressed its concern 
over the difficulty encountered by the coastal countries in control of fishing and 
surveillance, and agreed that priority should be given to this problem. 

35. The problem of subsidies was discussed by the Committee at length. It was 
acknowledged that when used undiscerningly for a long time, they could have a 
negative effect on the economy. When subsidies have been received over a long period, 
it may prove difficult to withdraw them abruptly. It was also emphasized that they 
could be a powerful development and management tool when their use was founded on 
a thorough-going analysis of resource potentials, their level of exploitation and long- 
term Government objectives. 

36. It was noted that "unstable" resources with long-term variations in abundance 
are particularly at risk, and call for especially cautious control during exploitation. 

37. The question of on-board observers was briefly touched on, and it was 
emphasized that this system presented difficulties of implementation which should be 
redressed. 

38. The Committee recognized the need for setting up management measures 
without waiting to obtain complete data. 
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(c) Regulation of the effort on shared stocks 
Development of national capacities of the coastal countries 

39. The delegations were unanimous in recognizing that one of the major difficulties 
arose from the shortage of scientific potential and the ensuing lack of information on 
resources and their level of exploitation. All delegations agreed that progress in this 
area, particularly for shared stocks, depended on substantial efforts being made 
nationally and internationally to estimate levels of expoitation. 

AO. The delegation of Togo emphasized that for certain sectors of the Gulf of Guinea 
where national fish resources were limited, available means should be assembled at the 
sub-regional level to attain the critical minimum mass necessary for the advancement 
of research. 

Al. Several delegations indicated that they were already including elements on 
research in their fishing agreements with non-coastal countries. 

A2. The Committee recognized the importance of the problem raised by the 
development of national capacities, and adopted the following resolution: 

RESOLUTION CECAE FX/1 

The Fishery Committee for the Eastern Central Atlantic: 

Considering the importance of fish resources for the economies of the developing 
countries of the region, especially in the areas of employment, self-sufficiency in food 
and foreign exchange earnings; 

Noting that the new regime of the ocean confers on coastal States sovereign 
rights over the living resources of their exclusive economic zones but that it implies 
new obligations concerning research, conservation and management of resources; 

Aware that scientific research is the cornerstone upon which measures for the 
management and development of marine fisheries are based; 

Noting with regret that the developing countries of the region have still not 
attained self-sufficiency in fishery research; 

1. Draws the attention of the Governments of the member countries to the 
need to give priority to fishery research, and to the urgency of creating or 
reinforcing specialized national centres having the reguisite human and 
material resources; 

2. Urges the Secretariat to include assistance to the developina countries as a 
priority on the programme of CFCAF's technical support project, with a 
view to: 

(a) identifying national needs in this area, 

(b) seeking possible funding, bearing in mind national resources and 
bilateral aid programmes. 

3. Appeals to all Member States of CECAF, to the other States and 
international organizations and regional bodies for economic integration, to 
make a substantial contribution with the view to increasing the self- 
sufficiency of the developing countries of the region in the area of fishery 
research. 
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Process for the management of shared stocks 

43. With reference to paragraph 57 of the report (CECAF/IX/84/3) describing the 
process proposed by the Sub-Committee for a management mechanism for shared 
stocks, the Committee expressed its agreement with the aeneral gist of this paragraph 
but felt that it should be rephrased. The new version adopted appears below. 

44. "It was felt that the management of shared stocks reguires the following steps: 

1. elaboration of scientific advice : The assessment of resource potential in 
biological and socio-economic terms will be made by national laboratories in 
collaboration and with the technical support of CFCAF. This step would include 
estimation of TACs, a review of various possible allocation schemes, and identification 
of optimum levels of effort. This stage is to be considered as purely advisory. 

2. Forwarding of advice to competent bodies : Following usual CECAF 

procedures, the reports would be forwarded to the Sub-Committee on Management of 
Resources within the Limits of National Jurisdiction and to the Committee for their 
consideration, as well as to the national authorities concerned. 

3. Dec ision-Makinq : Decisions are taken by (Governments, after negotiations 
based on experts' recommendations. The countries concerned could then exchange 
information on fishing plans for their respective shares. CFCAF would not be involved 
in this process. 

4. Coordination : It would then be necessary to coordinate the implementation 
of fishing plans and harmonize fleet surveillance procedures." 

45. Several delegations indicated that the Committee should not become involved in 
the actual implementation of surveillance, but that the coastal countries should be 
able to rely on its assistance for the elaboration of principles and methodologies, as 
well as for the training of surveillance personnel. 

46. The delegation of Morocco informed the Committee that its maritime fishery 
legislation had been completely overhauled to reflect the changes in the Law of the 
Sea. With regard to regulation of effort, the new legislation foresees the elaboration 
of a three-year plan of exploitation. This plan is a new concept, and the delegation 
requested the assistance of FAO in preparing it for the first time. 

(d) New CFCAF statistical grid 

47. For some time dissatisfaction has been expressed at the existing statistical grid 
for the CFCAF area, which was felt to be insufficiently detailed for stock-assessment 
purposes. Since the question was first raised at the Third Session of the Sub- 
Committee on Management of Resources within the Limits of National Jurisdiction in 
1980, the question had been discussed at subsequent sessions of the Working Party on 
Fishery Statistics. The new proposed grid presented to the Committee for approval 
was the second version elaborated, on the recommendation of the Committee, by the 
Working Party on Fishery Statistics. This version was agreed by the Third Session of 
the Working Party with the exception of two boundaries (roughly between Cuinea- 
Bissau and Guinea and between Equatorial Guinea and Gabon) because of the absence 
of interested countries at the meeting. It was stressed that these divisions are for 
statistical purposes only and are without prejudice to any maritime boundaries which 
might eventually be agreed. 

48. The Secretariat drew attention to the fact that the statisticians at the Third 
Session of the Working Party on Fishery Statistics were supposed to have clear 
instructions from their countries and also that countries had been circulated with the 
proposal and asked to come to the present session with an agreed policy as regards the 
new grid. Several countries had already replied in the affirmative in writing and 
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others indicated their acceptance during the course of the discussion. Seneqal 
expressed agreement but suggested a further modification of the grid. The delegation 
of Spain likewise noted that they found the new statistical grid to be fully satisfactory 
and congratulated the Working Parties on Fishery Statistics and Resources Fvaluation 
for a delicate task well done. Lastly, it indicated that the consequent adaptation of 
its vessels' logbooks would inevitably result in a delay of several months in the 
submission of statistics. 

49. Several delegations, however, while not opposing the new grid, said they were 
unable to give a view on such a highly technical matter but would prefer to delay a 
decision until they had had further discussions v/ith the competent authorities in their 
countries. In view of the importance of this matter and the need for a wide measure 
of agreement, the Committee decided that the proposed grid should be circulated to 
countries once more indicating that a failure to reply within two months would be 
taken as agreement. 

50. The Committee endorsed the report of the Fifth Session of the Sub-Committee 
on Management of Resources within the Limits of National Jurisdiction. 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND ACTIVITIES IN THE REGION 

51. In introducing this agenda item, the Chairman of the Sub-Committee on Fishery 
Development, Mr C.O. Joof (The Gambia) drew the attention of the delegates to the 
important information, conclusions and recommendations presented in the report of 
the Sub-Committee (Appendix 4). 

52. The Committee took note of the national reports on fishery development and the 
Chairman emphasized the similar situations in many countries with regard to 
development plan priorities and the need for cooperation in all spheres of the sector. 
The Secretariat paper on current fishery trends (CECAF/FD/V!/84/Inf.4) was 
considered to be a useful analysis of overall fishery development in the region. 

53. The Chairman made reference to the excellent work of the UNDP/FAO Project 
for the Development of Fisheries in the Eastern Central Atlantic (the CECAF Project) 
and observed that other FAO fishery projects activities in the reqion were also 
proceeding satisfactorily. 

54. Several delegations commented on the technical assistance activities in the 
region. The delegate of F ranee assured the Committee of his country's keen interest in 
the achievement of CECAF's objectives, and indicated that the French Government 
was prepared to provide the CECAF Project with a biologist. Although the necessary 
budgetary decisions had not yet been taken, the delegate from France was optimistic 
that a positive response would be forthcoming shortly. 

55. The delegate of Spain expressed his appreciation of the good work of CECAF and 
the CECAF Project. He informed the Committee that there have been several 
contacts between Spanish authorities and the Secretariat in order to determine 
possible Spanish contribution to CECAF future activities. After examining the 
different actions proposed by the CECAF Secretariat, the Spanish Government was 
ready to take up the following ones: 

(i) Statistical survey of foreign fleets in the port of Las Palmas; 

(ii) One system analyst/data programmer for 3 months a year; 

(iii) Of the six ad hoc Working Groups proposed, Spain could orqanize and 

support all the costs of the following three: 
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Ad hoc Working Group on Cephalopods in the Northern zone (1985) 

- Ad hoc Working Group on Seabreams in the Northern zone (1985) 

Ad hoc Working Group on Demersal species in statistical Divisions 
Central and Western Gulf of Guinea (1986). 

(iv) Of the two types of surveys proposed, Spain could take up the acoustic 
survey in the Statistical Divisions Sherbro and Western Gulf of Guinea in 
1986 or 1987, with a possibility of further assistance of similar nature in 
1988. 

(v) Organization and costs of the workshop on joint ventures (1988). 

(vi) Assistance to national institutions of the coastal countries with 5 man- 
months/year. 

The detail of this assistance will be finalized in cooperation with the Secretariat. 

56. The Chairman thanked the Spanish delegation for these positive statements. 

57. The delegation of the United States of America confirmed that the IJS 
Government was most interested in assisting the reqion to obtain maximum benefit 
from the fishery resources available, and in particular insofar as these resources could 
be harvested in such a way as to provide more food for the people of the region. The 
US Agency for International Development is currenty studying the possibility of 
settinq up a regional fishery project oriented primarily toward training, management 
and resource assessment. It is possible that some of the AID funds might be available 
for financing the continuation of activities currently undertaken by the CFCAF 
Project. The US delegation was unable to give a commitment that the Project would 
be approved, although if the preliminary AID planning schedule were followed it was 
possible that funds might become available to FAO for the CFCAF Project in July 
1985. The US delegation observed that possible final approval of the fundinq would be 
facilitated if coastal members supported strongly the Project and if other donors gave 
indications of probable assistance to ensure the viability of the project, and also if 
assurances could be qiven that the CFGAF technical support work could be guaranteed 
with long-term financing through some alternative institutional arranqement to the 
one which is currently applicable. The US delegation reiterated that AID was 
reviewing possible assistance to the regional maritime fisheries, with CFCAF as one of 
the several options, but no commitment could be made at this time pending further 
review in Washington. When a decision was made, it would be communicated through 
appropriate channels. 

58. The delegate of Poland indicated that the Polish fleet was not presently fishing 
in the Fastern Central Atlantic Region, but that his country was willing and ready to 
cooperate with any of the coastal States in the Reqion, especially in the area of 
research, on a bilateral or multilateral basis. The delegate of the Republic of Korea 
recalled the training activities already undertaken by his country, and suggested that 
should the Secretariat officially contact the competent Korean authorities, this would 
facilitate the study of strengthening of Korean aid to fisheries development in the 
CFCAF region. 

59. The delegate of Senegal assured the Committee that his country was prepared to 
continue providing the CFCAF Project with the contributions in kind which it has 
already been granting for several years. 

60. The Chairman thanked Senegal for this assistance. 

61. A large number of the African delegations seconded the Chairman's view that all 
of the Committee's African and non-African members should contribute to the 
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operation of the CECAF Project according to their means. They acknowledged that at 
the moment only the non-African countries were in a position to meet the bulk of 
these needs, but stressed the fact that some commitment on their part, at least in 
principle, was highly desirable. The African countries could make their contribution in 
cash or in kind. It was also suggested that the Secretariat prepare and circulate an 
inventory of available training and research facilities in the coastal countries with a 
view to expediting technical cooperation among developing countries in the sub-region. 

62. The representative of the European Economic Community expressed strong 
support for the work of CECAF and the CECAF Project. Unfortunately, no 
commitment could be made at this time, but it was possible that the European 
Development Fund might be in a position to finance some regional activities if specific 
requests from a number of developing coastal countries were submitted to the 
Community. 

63. The observer from Canada informed the Committee that, although he had no 
instructions, he was hopeful that the Canadian Government would continue to be 
involved in CECAF activities as it had been in the past, and that he would actively 
pursue support from CIDA with the appropriate authorities in C anada. 

66. The Committee, after minor amendments, endorsed the resolution adopted by its 
Sub-Committee on Fishery Development. The text of the resolutions as approved by 
the Committee is given below. 

RESOLUTION CECAF/IX/2 

The Fishery Committee for the Eastern Central Atlantic, 

Considering that the fisheries sector is of great importance to the economy of 
the countries bordering the Eastern Central Atlantic, that it can contribute to the 
promotion of food self-sufficiency and that it often represents a significant source of 
employment, income and foreign exchange; 

Noting that the new reqime of the ocean confers on coastal States sovereign 
rights over the living resources of their exclusive economic zones but that this implies 
new obligations concerning research, conservation and management of resources; 

Recognizing that during the last decade the FAD/UNDP Project for the 
Development of Fisheries in the Eastern Central Atlantic has played an extremely 
useful role in assisting coastal countries of the reqion in their efforts to exploit more 
effectively the fishery resources under their jurisdiction and in facilitating 
international cooperation thanks to the Fishery Committee for the Eastern Central 
Atlantic; 

Bearing in mind the Strateqy for Fishery Management and Development as 
approved by the FAO World Conference on Fishery Management and Development 
(Rome, 27 June - 6 July 1986) which has, on the one hand, emphasized the benefits to 
be derived by developing contries from regional or sub-regional technical support 
projects associated with regional fishery commissions and which has, on the other 
hand, judqed that in order to implement these projects consideration should be qiven to 
the use of assistance of developed countries possessing appropriate experience and 
competence; 

Welcoming the fruitful cooperation between coastal and non-coastal States 
which already exists in the Eastern Central Atlantic Region, and desirinq the 
strengthening of this cooperation in particular in the framework of CECAF; 
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1. Regrets that the United Nations Development Programme has decided to 
stop financing at the same level as previously the Interregional Project for 
the Development of Fisheries in the Fastern Central Atlantic; 

2. Notes however with satisfaction that UNDP has accepted to fund a smaller 
project consisting of a core unit that would ensure essential coordinating 
services to CFCAF; 

3. Extends sincere thanks to UNDP and the governments which have 
contributed substantially to CFCAF activities, and in particular to r 'anada, 
Denmark, Netherlands, Norway, Senegal and Spain; 

0. Earnestly hopes that the Governing Council of UNDP will consider 
allocating to fisheries development a larger portion of the Programme 
resources; 

5. Recommends that CFCAF member States and other states including those 
which are not members, but which fish in the region and regional 
organizations for economic integration which are able to do so should 
contribute to technical and financial support to the Committee's activities 
either directly or by harmonizing their bilateral programmes with those of 
CFCAF; 

6. Recommends that the member countries of the Committee which are 
currently negotiating the Third Lome Convention draw the attention of 
their delegations in these negotiations to this resolution, with a view to 
examining the possibility of obtaining financing from the Furopean 
Development Fund to support the activities of the CFCAF Project. 

7. Suggests that the coastal countries of CFCAF having bilateral cooperation 
with the non-coastal countries make fisheries a top priority among their 
governments' financing objectives. 

65. The Committee endorsed the report of the Sixth Session of the Sub-Committee 
on Fishery Development. 

IMPLICATIONS FOR CFCAF OF THE WORLD FISHERIES CONFERENCE 

66. The Secretariat introduced document CFCAF/IX/84/6 which summarized the 
principal decisions of the FAO World Conference on Fisheries Management and 
Development (Rome, 27 June - 6 July 1984) and highlighted their implications as far as 
the CFCAF region is concerned. During the presentation, reference was also made to 
document CFCAF/IX/84/Inf.3, being the main report of the Conference. 

67. The objectives of the World Fisheries Conference were to develop and agree on a 
Strategy and Programmes of Action for the optimum utilization of the world's 
fisheries resources from the economic, social and nutritional points of view. 

68. The Conference adopted by consensus a Strategy providing policy guidelines and 
principles applicable in both the short and medium term, which all countries and bodies 
should take into account whilst planning further development and management of their 
fisheries. 

69. Firstly, regarding the contribution of fisheries to the realization of national 
economic, social and nutritional objectives, priority should be given to the inclusion of 
fisheries in national development plans. 

70. Secondly, concerning the improvement of national self-sufficiency and aspects of 
fisheries management and development, it was underscored that there is need in the 
CFCAF area to further develop national capacities through various forms of training. 
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71. Next, on the subject of international trade in fish and fishery products, reference 
was made to the need to facilitate contacts between suppliers and consumers in order 
to increase the steady availability of fish. Delegates were reminded of the particular 
problem of intra-reqional trade in Africa. 

72. Economic and technical cooperation for fisheries management and development 
was referred to and the very existence of CECAF was a basic step through which 
member countries were already able to initiate cooperation in both these fields. 

73. Finally, on international cooperation for fisheries management and development, 
the Session was reminded that with a 200-mile EE7 being commonly adopted in the 
CECAF region, the need for increased international cooperation on fisheries matters 
was even more essential than ever before. 

74. The Secretariat further summarized five Action Programmes for fisheries 
management and development approved by the World Fisheries Conference and their 
particular relevance in the CECAF reqion. It was emphasized that under the first of 
these - planning, management and development of fisheries - FAO would strengthen 
support to its regional fisheries bodies - including CECAF. It would provide on 
request, specialized advisory services, and training in fishery management techniques, 
not only for the marine states as already available under EAO's EE? Programme, but 
also with regard to inland fisheries and aquaculture. The extent of activities possible 
under this action plan would be increased as funding became available. 

75. The Action Programme for small-scale fisheries development, a very important 
sector in the CECAF region since it made a contribution to food fish supplies, was to 
be based on the integrated development approach within the community. Such 
assistance had already been initiated in this region through the Programme for the 
Integrated Development of Artisanal Fisheries, described in the report of the Sub- 
Committee on Development. 

76. Regarding the Action Programme for aquaculture development, CECAF member 
States would continue for the next few years to have support from both the African 
Reqional Aquaculture Centre in Nigeria, and the Aquaculture Development and 
Coordination Programme based at FAO Headquarters. 

77. The Action Programme on international trade in fish and fishery products 
included inputs in the CECAF region already planned through the IMFOPECHE project, 
currently receiving preparatory assistance and with active contact through the global 
network of similar projects under CLOBEFISH. 

78. The fifth Action Programme, regarding the promotion of the role of fish in 
alleviating malnutrition, was important in assuring the greater use of fish, and various 
interregional projects already operated under EAO/Denmark funding would be 
supplemented immediately by an E AO/Norway funded preparatory phase to identify 
specific activities which should be undertaken. 

79. The World Fisheries Conference had passed resolutions calling upon both 
bilateral and multilateral agencies to provide the means necessary to implement these 
action programmes. Similarly, the Director-General of FAO was requested to provide 
periodic reports on progress to the Committee on Fisheries and to the FAO 
Conference. Member States were requested to cooperate with FAO in the preparation 
of such periodic progress reports. 

80. Other resolutions adopted by the Conference emphasized the need to include a 
greater proportion of fish products in emergency food aid, and in food for work 
programmes; to increase investments and concessionary aid inputs for fisheries; to 
collaborate in the prevention of marine pollution and to enhance the status of 
fishermen and their role in fisheries management and development. 
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81. In the discussions that followed, the delegation of Morocco requested additional 
details regarding the financial support which FAO had secured for the implementation 
of the Action Programmes. The Secretariat explained that FAO had already secured 
some extra-budgetary resources and was still attempting to identify the additional 
funding necessary for others. Moreover, the Reqular Programme workplans of FAO's 
Fisheries Department were being adapted to ensure, within approved resources levels, 
the provision of additional assistance to the regional fisheries bodies (including 
CECAF) and to certain basic aspects of all the five Action Programmes. 

82. The question of the precise status of the INFOPECHE project was raised by 
Senegal , to which the Secretariat replied that although a project headquarters had yet 
to be established in West Africa, a number of preparatory actions and missions had 
been initiated from FAO Headquarters. 

83. The Gambia delegation remarked that it had, in the recent past, stressed 
motorization of fishing canoes as a step towards artisanal fisheries development, but 
not all canoes were yet motorized; more recently, high fuel costs had shifted the 
emphasis to the use of sails. This will result in changes in development plans. The 
Gambian delegate further emphasized that the manpower in the artisanal sector 
already had the skills to absorb new technology but often lacked the financial means to 
acquire the inputs. The importance of the industrial fisheries sector should therefore 
not be forgotten, and he described the need to develop trained manpower for this 
sector. 

84. The same delegation drew attention to the dangers of marine pollution which was 
now evidenced along Gambian shores, and also suggested that fisheries aspects which 
often figured only in general terms in national development plans, should be prepared 
and presented in more satisfactory detail. 

85. Nigeria supported the elements of the Action Programme regarding the CECAF 
area, and would like to see the INFOPECHE project sited where all the necessary 
infrastructure was available; Nigeria had a keen interest in such a vital project. 

86. In supporting the Strategy and Action Programmes, Togo made a special plea for 
a greater effort to be made for those countries which had smaller resources of both 
fish and manpower. 

87. The Committee took note with appreciation of the report of the World Fisheries 
Conference and hoped that the Programmes of Action would soon be translated into 
concrete action within the region. 

ANY OTHER MATTERS 

88. Upon the suggestion of the delegation of Togo, the Committee approved the 
following motion: 


Motion of thanks 

The Fishery Committee for the Eastern Central Atlantic, meetinq in Banjul (The 
Gambia) from 15 to 18 October 1984, 

Considering the warm and cordial atmosphere which prevailed throughout the 
Ninth Session, 

1. Congratulates the Chairman for his tact and perseverance in conducting 
discussions during the meeting; 
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1. Congratulates the Chairman for his tact and perseverance in conducting 
discussions during the meeting; 

2. Extends its heartfelt gratitude to the EAO Secretariat for the excellent 
work accomplished during the intersession and the exemplary organization 
of the Ninth Session; 

3. Thanks and congratulates the Government and people of the Republic of 
The Gambia for their fraternal welcome and all the facilities provided for 
the success of the Ninth Session. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 


89. The Nominations Committee recommended the election of the following: 


Chairman 

First Vice-Chairman 
Second Vice-Chairman 
Third Vice-Chairman 


The Gambia 

United States of America 

Spain 

Benin 


90. The Committee unanimously approved the recommendation. 

91. The Committee expressed its desire that the Government of the Republic of The 
Gambia inform the Secretariat as soon as possible of the name and title of the person 
it intends to nominate as Chairman. 


DATE AND PLACE OF THE NEXT SESSION 


92. The delegation of Spain invited the Committee to hold its Tenth Session and the 
Seventh Session of the Sub-Committee on Fishery Development in the Canary Islands, 
Spain. The Committee received this offer with appreciation. 


93. The Committee noted the suggestion of the Secretariat to convene the Tenth 
Session during 1986 and agreed to leave the timing to the Director-General of FAG to 
decide in consultation with the Chairman and the competent authorities of the host 
country. 


96. The Committee noted the suggestion that the time and place of the sessions of 
the Working Parties on Resources Evaluation and Fishery Statistics and also the Sub- 
Committee on Management of Resources within the Limits of National Jurisdiction be 
left to the Secretariat to decide in consultation with the Chairman and competent 
authorities of the host country. 

ADOPTION OF THE REPORT 


95. The report of the Ninth Session of the Fishery Committee on the Eastern Central 
Atlantic was adopted on 18 October in Banjul, The Gambia. 


Copyrighted material 



CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE NINTH SESSION OF CECAF 


14 


I fC U to t- (T> (. <0 

I P -*-> 01 

I to C l. irt C w> C in 

• 32 ° <0 3 * 3 <0 

lOOot ooooo 

I O O (fl U U U u O I 


: u o co 

> 3 jz > o 

P a -rl 

: 3 ns bO p 

• Ih c y> 

t)b -H 

i o « T3 *> 

> P U -H (0 

i ca > p 

j c a o to 

i a — u 

. > a 

DO O ( 

: cd QJ OJ 

• -H 3 c 

4» -P C O 

> JO -H -h . 

) U P P 

O O C t> 

i« r o ti 

> -P O 

>> 3 *H 1 


■ o c - 

n in n *- 

i u E <v 

- t- a» c 

i o /-* 

L — ' C CsJ 

' w it> O >» 

3 > 

) a TJ v JZ 

> n c a 

. o a> <d 

J 01 6 U 

i £ a os 

) tn 4 -> o <o 

) 4» — » 4- 

: •*- l_ Of «> 

o > a 

• +* a> 

: C T3 

t 3 — * £ 

■ O 4» O «J 

; o > JZ i_ 

n ti w id 


c a> <o 

D Q 

e 'i v 


O T3 P ao 
a 4 i cm 
E E «M 
O -H o £ 


u e t. t, 

u a ra 

3 41 Q. CL 


Copyrighted material 


Management Issues (continued) 10. Assistance of FAO required for preoaring 3-year Morocco, Secretariat 

Moroccan fishery otan (paraaranh 46) 

11. Proposed CECAF Statistical Grid to be circulated Secretariat/Member 

once more to member countries for approval Countries 

(paragraph 49) 
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Second Vice-Chairman: Spain 
Third Vice-Chairman : Benin 
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INTRODUCTION 

1. The Sixth Session of the Sub-Committee on Fishery Development of the Fishery Committee 
for the Eastern Central Atlantic was held at che Atlantic Hotel, Banjul, The Gambia, from 
11 to 13 October 1984 upon the kind invitation of the Government of The Gambia. 

2. In declaring the session officially open, Mr. O.N.R. Othman, Permanent Secretary of the 
Ministry of Water Resources and Environment, underscored the need to exercise the greatest 
care to ensure proper management and implementation of policies that would avoid over- 
exploitation of the marine fisheries resources of the region. He expressed his thanks to 
all donors who have helped his country in particular, and the region as a whole, in 
developing the artisanal sector. Finally he commended the CECAF Secretariat on the good 
work being done. 

3. Delegates from 12 member countries and one observer (Canada) attended the session. 

The United Nations Development Programme was represented. 

4. Mr. C.O. Joof (The Gambia) was unanimously elected Chairman and Mr. S. Garache (France), 
Vice-Chairman. 

5. The agenda which appears in Annex 1 was adopted. 

6. The list of participants is given in Annex 2 of this report. 

7. Annex 3 contains the list of documents submitted to the session. 

REVIEW OF PRESENT SITUATION OF FISHERIES IN THE REGION 

(a) National reports on fishery development in the CECAF Region 

8. Production by French -flag vessels in 1983 in the CECAF area was 60 000 tons which is a 
reduction from previous years, but represents not less than 10 percent of the total French 
catch. France provides assistance to some 17 countries in the field of fisheries including 
aquaculture. 

9. French research activities are carried out under the auspices of 0RST0M, tnrough 
contractual arrangement with several CECAF countries. Among research activities, special 
mention should be made of the surveys for small pelagic fish carried out in 1984 in which 
several research workers from coastal countries were involved. Results of these surveys 
will be distributed when available. 

10. French fishing activities in the CECAF area were generally undertaken within the 
framework of agreement concluded by EEC or by private companies. The main activity 
concerned tuna either in fresh or frozen form. High-value demersal fish and lobster were 
also exploited. These fishing activities are carried out with the collaboration of coastal 
countries which place their nationals on board the French fishing vessels. France 
encourages the landing of their catches in the coastal countries, not only of tunas when 
this is technically possible but also trawl catches, and French fishermen are encouraged 

to pay fees in fish equivalent. 

11. In The Gambia , Government policy is aimed at improving the nutritional standard of the 
people and increasing employment and foreign exchange earnings and it is hoped to achieve 
these objectives by encouraging the participation of Gambian entrepreneurs in the fishing 
industry. Attempts have been made to strengthen and expand productive efforts in the 
artisanal fishery by the provision of essential inputs (outboard motors and fishing gear) through 
a revolving loan scheme. The new Government review of licensing policy is to benefit only 
indigenous entrepreneurs with substantial investment in the fishery sector. This is likely to 
lead to a reduction of licences for foreign vessels but the "Senegalo-Gambian Agreement on 
Maritime Fishing" offers a good avenue for increased rational exploitation of shared stocks. 
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12. Available catch statistics show an annual decline in production since 1981 for the 
artisanal sector and also for the sardinella landings by Seagull Colds tores Ltd. However, 
production by the National Partnership Enterprises Ltd. has shown an annual increase in 
shrimp and sole catches during the same period. The number of industrial vessels (mainly 
trawlers) licensed to operate in Gambian waters has increased from 28 in 1982 to 36 in 1984. 

Of these, only one trawler was Gambian, the rest were Senegalese, Ghanaian, Greek and 
Spanish. In general, fishing effort in the industrial sector is likely to be reduced 

next year. 

13. Aid from the EEC and Japan and assistance from FAO have helped to accelerate the development 
of the artisanal sector. Staff training and pilot projects in stock assessment, species 
identification and bivalve culture will be given high priority in future. 

14. In Ghana , the Government policy on fisheries is aimed at increasing fish production, 
promoting the exploitation of specific fish species for export and increasing employment. 

To achieve these objectives, emphasis is placed on the improvement of the catching 
efficiency of the artisanal/small-scale fisheries sector through the provision of basic 
inputs such as fishing gear, engines, navigation and communication equipment as well as 
requisite spare parts, and on developing and encouraging increased indigenous participation 
in tuna fishing through joint venture arrangements with foreign partners. 

15. The annual marine fish production, on the average, is around 200 000 tons, 65 per cent 
of which is produced by the canoe fishery, the rest being accounted for by the inshore, 
distant water and tuna fleets. In recent years, there has been a decline in the marine 
landings, particularly noticeable in the distant fleet which has lost its traditional 
fishing grounds as a result of the extension of national EEZ to 200 miles by most 

West African coastal States. Apart from tuna landings which have been rising steadily, 
the canoe and inshore fleet landings have also been falling. Besides the loss of external 
fishing grounds by the distant water fleet, foreign exchange constraints and the problem of 
fuel supply also adversely affect the operations of the fishing industry. 

16. In Guinea, analysis of the current situation has led the Government to take a series 
of measures aimed at improving self-sufficiency in food production. This includes an 
integrated development of the fisheries sector, especially in the rural areas. New 
fishing regulations have also been prepared. The measures adopted by the Government to 
regulate the fishery implies international collaboration particularly with neighbouring 
countries in the sub-region. 

17. In Guinea-Bissau , Government policy is mainly aimed at increasing fish production. The 
potential is estimated at between 300 and 500 000 tons a year, but present catches are 

a minute fraction of this. Two companies are involved in the marketing and distribution 
of fish. One of these also operates two trawlers. Two main constraints affecting the 
fishing industry in Guinea-Bissau are the lack of good landing facilities for the fishing 
fleet and the problem of fuel supply. In the fishery sector, Guinea-Bissau cooperates 
with Algeria, EEC, Guinea, Portugal, Senegal, Sweden and USSR. Guinea Bissau also 
welcomes cooperation with other countries. Aid from the United States, Guinea and Japan 
has enhanced the development of fisheries. 

18. Among the non-coastal States, the Republic of Korea provided data on its trawl fishery 
operations in the CECAF area, details of which are summarised below: 



Number of 
vessels 

Catch 
(m. tons) 

Effort 

(x 1 000 hours) 

1981 

77 

70 923 

226.2 

1982 

68 

64 692 

208.4 

1983 

64 

48 418 
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The main species caught include cephalopods (48.3 per cent in 1981, 44,6 per cent in 1983), 
sea breams and flat fishes. Current research activities in the area by Korea involve analysis 
of cephaiopod catches by commercial size classes, age and growth study of cuttlefish and 
age and migration of Balistes through tagging experiments. In addition, research programmes 
for the future will include strengthening and improving the collection of catch statistics 
and evaluating the magnitude of discards. 

19. The Republic of Korea has given technical assistance to countries in the CECAF area in 
aquaculture, inland fisheries, fish processing and fishing technology. The breakdown of 
assistance is as follows: 



Number of 

Number of 


countries 

trainees 

1982 

5 

7 

1983 

7 

12 

1984 

10 

12 


20. The Republic of Korea also plans to send a fisheries specialist later this year to 
assist one CECAF member country. 

21. Fishery development in Mauritania within the new fisheries policy defined in 1978 
continues as planned. A new company has been established to promote and develop artisanal 
fisheries. This company has responsibility for the purchase and distribution of fishing 
gear, the organization of artisanal fishery production and domestic marketing in the 
interior. With regard to the international fish trade, a company for marketing fish 
products was recently established (July 1984). 

22. A system for controlling the activities of the industrial fleet has been set up at 
Nouadhibou. The Mauritanian fleet is composed of 20 ice-trawlers and 70 freezer trawlers 
for the demersal fishery. The catches declared in 1983 were 40 000 tons for demersal fish 
and 330 000 tons for pelagic fish. However, the total estimated catch in Mauritanian 
waters is 500 000 tons. Projects for the development of infrastructure and for processing 
are being implemented. 

23. Morocco is a country with maritime tradition because of her geographical location and 
her extensive coastline (3,500 km). Morocco reconfirmed her historical interest in the 
sea by giving fisheries high priority in the five-year national development plan 
(1981-85), by establishing a special ministry for fisheries and extending her exclusive 
economic zone to 200 miles. 

24. Furthermore, a maritime investment act promulgated during the last decade permitted 
the country to have a fleet of 160 long-distance freezer trawlers, which is complementary 
to the existing fleet of one thousand purse seiners and coastal trawlers. On the average, 
the production is about 350 000 tons per year of which about 60 000 tons are caught by 
the distant water trawlers. This contributes about 1.5 billion Dirhams to the country's 
balance of payments and generates about 70 000 jobs in the fisheries and related 
industries. 

25. At the international level, Morocco collaborates with a number of countries either 
in granting access to her waters (Spain) or through joint ventures. 

26. In addition, Morocco benefits currently from two technical assistance projects, 
concerning respectively professional training and reinforcement of the human and material 
resources available for research. 
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27. At present the policy of the Government is centred around the following: 

- Scientific research to assess the potentialities and monitor the resources, 

- Assistance to small-scale fisheries, 

- Promotion of marketing inside the country. 

28. In Nigeria , the general development objective is the achievement of self-sufficiency 
in food production. Towards achieving this goal, the Federal Government has embarked on 
comprehensive fishery development strategies since the middle of the Third National 
Dvelopment Plan (1975-80) which have yielded significant results. During the Third 
National Development Plan (1975-80) local fish production rose by an average of 3.5% 

per year. It has subsequently stabilised at a marginally lower level. However, the 
coastal inshore fisheries continues to show significant improvement in landings. 

Several fishery harbour complexes have been constructed recently to promote the development 
of the industrial marine fisheries sector. 

29. The constraints affecting fishery development in the country include inadequacy of 
capital, insufficient manpower, lack of infrastructural facilities, inadequate fishing input 
supplies, paucity of data and poor fishermen organization (cooperatives), especially in the 
artisanal sector. 

30. Production by the artisanal sector in Senegal has remained stable at around 
140-150 000 tons per year since 1981, and the number of canoes at around 9 000. From 
1979 to 1983, with the exception of 1980, annual catches of the sardinella fleet levelled 
off at around 20 000 tons. With the ageing fleet and the competition it faces from 

the artisanal sector using small purse seines, there is the likelihood of this fishery 
disappearing in the medium-term unless something is done to save the situation. 

31. For the trawl fishery based at Dakar, under French or Senegalese flags, both the 
fishing effort and the landings have been increasing regularly. In 1982 and 1983, the 
effort of the national fleet increased while, since 1980, the number of French vessels 
has been decreasing from year to year. A stagnation in the landings of high-valued 
demersal species and ar. increase in those of lower grade fish are noticeable from the 
catches. The tuna fishery has shown little growth in recent years. As a result, the canneries 
have had to import larger quantities of fresh and frozen tuna since 1979. However, 

the total tonnage of Senegalese fish exports showed a significant increase over the 
years prior to 1981. Since then, the increase seems to be slowing down, and 
with the present conditions in the fishery, it is likely to level off in the medium 
term. 

32. Between 1977 and 1983, the contribution made by fisheries to the added value of the 
primary sector fluctuated around 13 per cent. Its contribution to the GNP is about 

3.6 per cent. During the period under consideration, exports of fish and fishery 
products have risen considerably, from 7.8 percent of total Exports in 
1977 to 16.9 percent in 1983. In 1980 and 1981, fish was the most important export 
product from Senegal, followed by groundnuts and phosphates. 

33. Government policy in Sierra Leone aims at achieving self-sufficiency in food 
production, maximizing foreign exchange earnings and increasing rural employment. Total 
fish production in 1983 was 96 306 tons, comprising 58 145 tons from foreign industrial 
fleet, 3 161 tons from national industrial vessels and 35,000 tons from the artisanal 
sector. A total of 64 vessels out of the 135 licensed in 1983 fished in Sierra Leonean 
waters. Most of the fish produced is for domestic consumption, the industrial catch being 
mostly marketed fresh, while a large proportion of the artisanal catch is processed 
(mainly smoked) before being marketed. Shellfish catches are primarily for export. 

Major problems and constraints include the unavailability of a fishing port, the 
inadequacy of the monitoring, control and surveillance system, the high excise duty on 
imported fishing equipment and the high interest rates on general agricultural credit 

as well as the high fuel cost. 
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34. The artisanal fisheries sector is very important in Togo , accounting for about 
80 per cent of the total production and providing revenue and employment to fishermen 
and their families. The industrial sector, on the other hand, has shown little 
growth despite Government efforts to promote its development through the provision of 
essential infrastructure. This is mainly due to the limited nature of the demersal fish 
resources in Togolese waters. 

35. Nevertheless, the contribution of fish in the overall protein requirement of the 
population is important, accounting for about 50 per cent of the needs. 

36. Considering the importance of the fisheries sector in self-sufficiency in animal 
protein, the Togolese Government has adopted the following strategies: 

- to improve the artisanal and semi-industrial fisheries sectors through the execution 
of specific projects (assistance to fisnermen either in groups or individually; 
assistance to line fishermen and women); 

- to determine in collaboration with other Gulf of Guinea countries -which are in the 
same situation (high demand and limited supply) - ways and means of harmonizing the 
management and development of fisheries in the sub-region. 

37. As an addition to following the Knowledge of fisheries in the Eastern Central Atlantic, the 
delegate of Spain told the Committee of some recent highlights in Spain ’s contacts with other coastal 
countries. These included the particularly important fishing agreement with Morocco, and 
the continuation of agreements with Senegal, Cape Verde, Guinea, and Equatorial Guinea. 

He noted that Spanish vessels working in the region now employ as many as 1,800 crew members 
who are nationals of coastal developing countries. The Director of the Centro Costero de 
Canarias, Santa Cruz de Tenerife noted the close scientific links that existed between his 
Centre and other fishery research organizations and gave an account of the acoustic/ 
trawling surveys that had been undertaken by 

38. The United States of America is not currently conducting fishing operations in the 

CECAF region. In the past, U.S. fishery interests in the CECAF region have centred 
predominantly on tuna fishing primarily for yellowfin and skipjack. Whereas in the 
early to mid-1970s the U.S. catch in the eastern Atlantic averaged 22,000 tons caught by 
20 to 30 American vessels, the catch gradually declined to about 5,000 tons in 1980 caught 

by 3 to 4 vessels. Currently, U.S. tuna fishing operations have ceased in the region. 

However, certain areas of the CECAF region remain of potential future interest to the 
U.S. tuna industry. U.S. tuna fisheries in the region have been and will. In the future, 

be conducted in accordance with the appropriate conservation and management recommend- 

ations of the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT). 

39. The U.S. expressed its strong support for regional cooperation between CECAF and 
other international fishing organizations, particularly the ICCAT. 

40. The U.S. Government through the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) and 
the Peace Corps, is currently assisting or has assisted 12 CECAF coastal countries in the 
development of their fishery programmes. 

(b) Overview of current development, trends 

41. The main paper under discussion was CECAF/FD/VI/84/Inf .4; "An overview of current 
development trends in the CECAF Region." The Sub-Commt ttee was informed that the document 
was not final and delegates were invited to comment on the material with a view to its 
improvement. The previous overview presented to the Fifth Session of the Sub-Committee on 
Fishery Development noted that overall catches had stabilized at around 3.0 to 3.5 million 
tons. This stable situation generally had continued, although, whilst some data were still 
in preparation, there were indications that the trend was slightly downward over the 
period 1980-84. 
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42. The Sub-Committee was informed that the annual Soviet catch was stable at around 
950 000 tons, but that catches of other distant water based fleet were declining. The 
Polish, Japanese trawlers, and Bermuda InterpSche fleet now had ceased operations in the 
CECAF Region and, whereas in 1972 the catch of the non-African fleet was about 73 per 
cent of the total, in 1982 the catch of the same fleet had decreased to about 57 per cent 
of the total. Catches of coastal African countries were increasing slowly. 

43. It was observed that most stocks of the region were fully exploited. Some inshore 
demersal and the cephalopod stocks showed signs of over-exploitation. However it was 
emphasized that more stock assessment was required throughout the area so as to permit greater 
clarity about the level of exploitation of many stocks, and the report of the CECAF 
Working Party on Resources Evaluation should be consulted for a more complete picture 

of the stock situation. 

44. The 1983 catch of Sardinel 1 a off Ivory Coast/Ghana/Togo had been high. The previous 
increase in abundance of Balistes (particularly off Guinea and Guinea-Bissau) appeared to 
have been arrested. The recent drought may have been responsible for a detrimental effect 
on the shrimp fishery both of Southern Senegal and the coastal lagoons around the Gulf of 
Guinea. 

45. Small pelagic fish continued to contribute the major share of the catch in the region 
(54 per cent by weight), but this accounted for only about 21 per cent by value, which in 
total was of the order of US $1.4 billion in 1983. The cephalopods yielded the most 
valuable fishery (US $356 million). Tunas (US $237 million) and Crustacea (US $212 million) 
landings were also important. 

46. While the size of distant water based trawler fleet were slowly 
decreasing, there was an increasing number of industrial vessels based on coastal ports. 

This was most notably the case in northern CECAF countries. Many of the vessels now 
registered in coastal countries were often registered previously in countries which did 
not border the region. Sometimes joint venture companies were established, and these 
allowed a transfer of technology and fishing skills to the coastal countries and between 
countries within the region. 

47. The CECAF Project report (CECAF/TF.CH/84/55) assessed the situation of the fish trade 
for the year 1980. Domestic production of fish accounted for some 5.1 per caput out of 
an average regional consumption of 12.8 kg which meant that, of the two components of 
domestic supply, imports wpre the most important. Due to the shortage of foreign exchange 
the quantity of imports into many Gulf of Guinea countries had since declined. Never- 
theless the market for frozen fish imports in Cameroon, Gabon, and Congo remained strong 
and the Zaire market outlook appeared to be improving. Fish and fish products were for 
some countries one of the major export commodities, but for the whole region two thirds 
of the exports went outside the region. Generally, the fish exported was of high value, 
and the fish imported was of low value. 

48. Governments in the region were giving increased attention to resources 
management, in particular the problems of mesh size and fishing zones. Increased 
consideration was also being given to policies favouring entrepreneural ability. 

However, some concern was expressed on the ability of many fishery administrations 

to effectively implement their duties, due to fuel shortages, poor transport, etc. There was 
also a need for effective s. ns of government. 

49. Attention was drawn to the numerous industrial fishery investment projects in the 
region which were not yielding the expected returns. 

Oftan such projects were initiated on the basis of a loan from a Development Bank, 

and as a result it was becoming more difficult for governments to repay loans when payment 
became due. Attention was also drawn to the dilemma of many governments which have to 
choose between helping the artisanal fishery sector, often primarily to alleviate social 
problems, and helping the industrial fishery sector, which provided most food for the 
rapidly increasing urban populations, as well as foreign exchange to meet overall national 
requirements. 
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50. Between 1974 and 1980 it was estimated that the population growth of coastal countries 
had been about thirty per cent, and the increase in landings of the same African coastal 
countries had been about ten to fifteen per cent. The consequent regional trend of 
decreased fish production per caput was rather discouraging, and it posed a daunting 
challenge for policy-makers faced with the task of reversing this trend. 

51. Delegates agreed that the document presented for discussion was not only highly 
informative but also most useful when the important current development trends were 
assessed. 

52. The delegate from Morocco informed the Sub-Committee of his country's experience 
with regard to assisting both industrial and artisanal fisheries. Through assistance to 
the industrial sector a large national fleet of trawlers had been established. Following 
the success of this programme, the Government was now embarking on a project specifically 
designed to help the artisanal fishermen. 

(c) Assessment of aid to artisanal fisheries in the CECAF area 

53. It was noted that although there had been a levelling off during the seventies, 
external aid to fisheries in the CECAF area had been growing steadily from around 

$15 million annually in the early nineteen seventies to $25 million in mid-decade to some 
$40 million in the early eighties. With this growth, objectives had broadened from a heavy 
concentration on stock assessment to include socio-economic investigations, marketing, 
aquaculture and other activities. 

54. Attention was also now strongly oriented towards artisanal fisheries which was seen 
as part of the general trend of many aid agencies to help the poorer sections of the 
community. Although there were exceptions, it was questionable, however, if artisanal 
fishermen were generally poor as in many countries, reduced food supplies particularly 
from imports, were raising fish prices to the economic advantage of domestic fish producers. 

55. A recent review of projects in the area of which a summary was presented in 
CECAF/FD/VI/84/3 suggested that many projects aimed at improving the social and economic 
status of artisanal fishermen had not met with conspicuous success. Several reasons were 
advanced for this. 

56. Among these was the fact that the initial stages of project identification were often 
rather superficial, and rigorous analysis of the situation to reveal the real reason for 
the failure of the fisheries to develop was often not undertaken. Thus there was no bench 
mark data and little quantitative monitoring of progress. At the end of the project it 
was not possible therefore to say how far the objectives set had been met. 

57. It was also noted that activity in many projects declined after the withdrawal of the 
donor. This was often due to the economically unviable nature of the project - sometimes 
justified on social grounds - but which involved therefore a considerable subsidy. 
Governments accepted the projects for the short term boost they gave, to employment and 
capital inf low, but they were either unaware of or not prepared to meet the long-term 
financial implications of the activity. The situation was aggravated if, as was often the 
case, the project involved substantial foreign exchange costs. 

58. Although it was noted that the record so far had not been encouraging, economic 
growth was often a haphazard process. For example the motorization of the canoe fleet in 
Senegal, had been achieved by the simultaneous chance introduction of the small purse seine - 
an activity which had been completely unplanned. It may be that some apparently 
unsuccessful projects were sowing the seeds of future developments. Past experience 
however suggested that for the future, technical assistance was as important as capital 

aid in the public sector, and more encouragement should be given to private sector 

investment. In view of the need for the monitoring of resources and the management of 
shared stocks, stock assessment activities should be restored from their recent decline. 
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59. In the discussion, attention was drawn to the frequent lack of coordination within 
governments in the design of projects. Technical departments were often uninformed of 
negotiations proceeding between other ministries and donor agencies until too late. This 
could result in unbalanced projects being located in the wrong places. Institutional 
rigidities could also hinder development as in The Gambia where up-river fishermen had 

been unable to take loans from the Commercial and Development Bank because of a requirement 
for 2 guarantors with accounts at the bank (who were required to secure the full value 
of the loan). In some cases however where it had been possible to use traditional chiefs 
as the guarantors, repayment rates had been excellent. 

60. There were two views on recent developments in Senegal. The canoe motorisation 
programme could be seen as something foreign to local custom but it could also be viewed 
as helping fishermen to do something they had always done without interfering with their 
social relationships. In any event it was a clear demonstration that artisanal fishermen 
had little difficulty in adopting new technology if there were clear economic benefits 

to be derived. 

61. It was also stressed that the role of capital aid should not be underestimated; technical 
assistance would be of little value if fishermen were unable to purchase the required 
equipment. However the importance of correctly identifying a situation where a shortage 

of funds was the main constraint to development was illustrated by Morocco. Capital had 
been made available on very advantageous terms for the establishment of cooperatives and 
the construction of long-liners, but the scheme had not been a success. So far as 
cooperatives were concerned, it was noted that in view of the important incentive effect 
of private ownership, these were most likely to be successful in the fields of services 
(the supply of inputs) and marketing, rather than production. 

REVIEW OF TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMMES IN THE REGION 

(a) CECAF Project 

62. Document CECAF/FD/VI/84/Inf . 5 (Progress of CECAF Project Activities, 1982-84) 

was presented by the Programme Leader who described the project activities carried out 
since the Fifth Session of the Sub-Committee in 1982. The objectives were first 
described, and essentially these were to support CECAF in its technical work. Five 
professional officers normally comprised the core staff of the project, but this core 

staff had now been reduced to three professionals. The decline was because of a lower level of 
funding from UNDP. However, two Associate Experts with Dutch funds, now worked in the 
project and further supporting activities were financed by FAO Trust Funds. 

63. The Programme Leader expressed gratitude to the Government of Senegal for hosting 
the project and providing office space. Specific thanks were extended to government 
personnel in all participating countries for the assistance provided to the project staff 
in the course of their work. 

64. The Statistician worked on improving statistical systems at both the artisanal and 
industrial levels. Increased emphasis was given to ensuring that statistics submitted 

to FAO by certain non-coastal countries were improved, and interpreted correctly. Statis- 
tical data collection at Las Palmas continued with assistance from the Government of Spain. 

The Data Programmer/Analyst made significant progress in improving the rapidity with which 
statistics were presented and analysed, and in particular with analysis of cost and 
earnings surveys. 

65. The stock assessment element of the project was most active with preparation of 
numerous reports and the organization of technical meetings attended by scientists working 
on specific stocks. Separate sd hoc meetings were held to discuss the state of Sherbro 
pelagics, mackerel and hake. The project gave substantial support to ensure the success 
of the Seventh Session of the CECAF Working Party on Resources Evaluation. 
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66. In the fields of development planning and management, analysis continued on techniques 
for obtaining maximum benefits from stocks in the Region. These included the Ivory Coast 
shrimp fishery, Northwest African pelagics, and Northwest African demersal stocks. 
Considerable emphasis was given to the collection of data on fish trade flows and 
consumption aspects. 

67. Activities connected with artisanal and industrial development continued throughout 
the life of the project, through the use of consultants, commitment of training funds, 
and in cooperation with complementary UNDP and/or FAO Government Cooperative Programme 
projects. Specialists in canoe sailing techniques worked in several countries. Catalogues 
on fishing gear were prepared. Bilateral and multilateral aid agencies used project 
information most frequently to learn more about possible avenues in which to help the 
sector. A workshop on joint ventures had been organized and it had afforded an opportunity 
to many persons from private sector to discuss methods through which such companies could 
successfully execute their operations. 

68. The project financed the participation of technical staff of coastal countries at 
numerous training courses and technical meetings in the region, and operated the in- 
service training scheme whereby scientists and technical staff could study techniques 
used in other countries of the region (in statistics, processing, resource evaluation, 
etc.). Within the Professional Development Programme, coastal country nationals undertook 
work for the Project and received supervision from project staff. 

69. Since the Eighth Session. 16 technical reports, 6 CECAF/ECAF reports and 7 miscella- 
neous reports had been published. The Newsletter had been issued regularly to give 

a resume of Project activities. 

70. The Sub-Committee was informed that UNDP funds were now being phased out so that the 
Project was scheduled to end in 1985. 

71. At the end of the statement, a number of delegates expressed their strong appreciation 
of the Project’s work and the activities which it had initiated and completed so success- 
fully. Considerable concern was expressed at the possible imminent termination in activity. 
The Sub-Committee considered it was vital that CECAF continue to receive the support of a 
core technical staff, made up by a team of specialists of the same experience that had so 
ably undertaken this job in recent years. 

(b) Progress of the Regional Programme for the Integrated Development of Artisanal 
Fisheries in West Africa 

72. The Secretariat presented document FD/VI/84/Inf .6 which described the progress of the 
activities of the programme carried out simultaneously at the model project in Benin and 
at the regional level. It was recalled that the new strategy was based on an Integrated 
approach to all fishing activities including catching, processing and marketing and 

other related activities, as well as to the active participation of the fishing communities 
in planning and carrying out their own development schemes. 

73. Considering the experimental and demonstration project in Benin was designed to serve as 
a general model that might be repeated elsewhere in the region, it was stated that the 
objectives emphasize the new methodology of planning and operation of the project: access 

to an appropriate technology, to the necessary physical and financial resources, to the 
services and training needed for managed developments in the fishing villages. The various 
activities undertaken so far in the fisheries sector and in the establishment of the 
project were reviewed, with the active participation of the five fishing communities 
comprising the model project in its present stage, and with emphasis on the preparation 
of development plans. 
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74. Regarding the regional part of the programme, the objectives followed and the 
activities completed up to date were described, notably several consultations on the 
status of recent and on-going artisanal fishery development projects in certain coastal 
countries. Particular concern was expressed for those problems which are 

common over the whole of the region: such as the supply and improvement of canoes, fishing 
gear and materials. The relationships of the programme with participating countries were 
outlined, also the contacts through national liaison officers whose tasks were described. 

The means by which the programme can involve itself in supporting associated 

projects, were also explained, as well as plans for training of national staff 
executing these projects. 

75. In the discussions that followed, the delegate of Sierra Leone was concerned about 
the growing delay of UNDP in signing the project document for Integrated Development 

of Artisanal Fisheries in Shenge, a project which will be associated with the Benin model 
project. 

76. The delegation of Togo asked for further information (i) on the continued and active 
participation of communities in their own development; (ii) on the results of the study of 
the canoe market in Ghana, and particularly on the extent of the reserves of wood needed 
for the production of canoes in the long term. Additionally, he emphasized that other 
countries also possessed wood suitable for the construction of canoes and recognizing the 
experience and ability of Ghanaian technicians, he suggested that these Ghanaian specialists 
might be recruited to train canoe-builders in these countries. Finally, the question of 
the construction of alternative types of canoes or substitute boats was raised. 

77. A representative of The Gambia underlined the vital importance of the 

role of women in artisanal fishing communities and of the necessity to associate them 
with development projects in the sector: the country had set up a special bureau to 
coordinate and promote such involvement. She expressed the wish to receive in future, 
information and reports on the subject from the FAO project in Guinea and also from the 
FAO programme based in Benin. 

78. The delegate of Guinea-Bissau noted his great interest in the utilization of sails 
for propelling canoes, an activity which had shown considerable success in his own 
country and should be expanded. 

(c) Regional Fish Trade Information and Cooperation Service for West Africa (INFOPECHE ) 

79. In (larch 1964 the FAO INFOPECHE project became operational and started with a preparatory 
phase assistance for the duration of one year with a budget of US $150,000. The total budget 
for e project oF five-year duration (including the preparatory phase) US $3.6 million, 
provided by the Norwegian Government on a trust fund basis. 

80. The Project is designed to obtain a better utilization of fish and of available 
processing facilities, to open up new markets for fish products inside and outside the 
region, to gain foreign exchange for exporting countries to assist importing countries 
to obtain supplies at better prices and to facilitate the transfer of fish utilization 
technology. To achieve these aims, three services will be rendered: (a) trade contacts 
will be established between producers and buyers; (b) market information will be supplied 
on market trends and prices of fishery commodities; (c) technical advice will be given 

in respect of post-harvest processing, handling, quality control and marketing. 

81. Activities during the first six months include: 

- the participation of INFOPECHE in the international food-fair Alimentaria in 
Barcelona, Spain; 

- the introduction of project objectives to delegations from 13 African countries, in 
Rcme, during the FAO World Conference on Fisheries Management and Development; 
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- Missions by several consultants to inform governments in all CECAF member countries, 
to investigate information needs, to instruct potential National Liaison Officers 
and to investigate the most suitable site for project headquarters; 

- a consultancy to investigate cheap import possibilities for West African countries 
from Latin America; 

- consultancy on transport possibilities from and to West Africa; 

- a Technical Information Centre was set up in FAO Headquarters in Rome. 

82. During the discussions that followed, one delegate enquired about the possibility of 
the project investigating intra-regional trade barriers, especially those limiting exports 
from Anglophone to Francophone countries. 

(d) Associated KAO activities in the area 


83. Document CECAF/FD/VI/84/Inf .8 entitled "Associated FAO activities in the area" was 
presented. The varied pattern of direct technical 

assistance available from staff services at FAO Headquarters, Rome, and at the FAO Regional 
Office for Africa, Accra, was explained and illustrated with specific reference to recent examples. 

84. The source of finance for FAO field projects in the area was outlined, noting 
the major contributions by UNDP and by the FAO Government Cooperative Programmes with 
Norway, Denmark, Canada, etc. and the possibilities for regional development banks, or 
even with recipient governments, to finance FAO's inputs as executing agency. The smaller 
scale but rapid response of FAO’s own Technical Cooperation Programme, to specific urgent 
requests was also noted. 

85. The existing global, inter-regional, and African regional projects currently active 
in the CECAF region were reviewed, clarifying their source of finance and current status, 
including the CECAF Project, as well as the newly established projects for integrated 
development of artisanal fisheries, and the INFOPECHE project. Reference was made to national 
fisheries projects executed by FAO, and the delegates requested some clarific- 
ations on the status and scope of several of the projects. 

DISCUSSION ON FUTURE DEVELOPMENT PRIORITIES FOR THE REGION 

86. The Secretariat presented document CECAF/FD/VI/84/2 in keeping with the recommendation 
of the Eighth Session of CECAF which emphasized greater collaboration in its area of 
competence. It was pointed out that the FAO/UNDP Project for the Development of Fisheries 
in the Eastern Central Atlantic had provided the much needed technical backstopping to the 
Committee over the past ten years. Among the achievements highlighted were regular 
regional compilation of catch and other statistics, a better knowledge of the resources, 
enhancement of competency of local scientists through training courses, seminars and 
workshops as well as implementation of management measures, in particular, mesh size 
regulation for demersal trawl fisheries. 

87. Considering the potential contributions of fisheries to the national economic, social 
and nutritional goals in the region, the majority of the coastal States still required 
substantial assistance to enable them to derive maximum benefit from the fishery resources 
in their Exclusive Economic Zones. They would need to develop national capabilities to 
tackle effectively the problems of fishery management and development in line with the 
Strategy and Action Programmes nresented to the FAO World Fisheries Conference in Rome 
from 27 June to 6 July 1964. 

88. FAO had proposed to UNDP a project that would provide core technical support to the 
Committee as well as technical assistance in management and development of their fisheries 
at a total cost of $4.83 million. FAO would continue to provide the basic secretariat and 
administrative support, but to date UNDP has only been able to guarantee funding of the 
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post of Programme Coordinator up till the end of 1985. Effort? were being intensified by 
FAO towards securing funding for the remaining components of the Project from bilateral 
donor agencies. 

89. The Chairman of CECAF informed the Sub-Committee that delegates of CECAF African 
coastal countries that attended the 15th Session of COFI (October 1983) met with the 
Assistant Director-General of the FAO Department of Fisheries. They expressed to him 
their deep concern regarding the possible termination of the CECAF Project and asked 
FAO to take all necessary actions in order to find the required funds. 

90. The Chairman underlined that the coastal countries were not yet in a position to 
support the Project by themselves and that non-coastal as well as traditional donor coun- 
tries were urged to consider seriously the necessity to continue supporting the Project. 

He proposed that a resolution in that sense be drafted for presentation to the Committee. 
This resolution as adopted by the Sub-Committee is attached as Annex 4. 

91. The Sub-Committee again insisted on the vital interest of the CECAF Project for the 
coastal countries which, thanks to the Project, now have a better knowledge on the state of 
resources in the CECAF region. 

92. Answering a question about the reduction in UNDP funding for the CECAF Project, the 
representative of UNDP gave a brief description of the structure and organization of the 
UNDP as follows: 

- UNDP is part of the UN system but with its own administrative and political 
structure ; 

- it reports and responds to initiatives by the UN through the ECOSOC (Economic and 
Soc ial Counc i 1 ) ; 

- UNDP has its own administration and operational structure and its own Governing 
Council of 35 members. Its policy, programmes and direction are established by 
the Council at annual meetings. 

- The interests expressed before and by the Governing Council determines the priorities 
and programmes implemented by the UNDP: 

- The UNDP organization is a multi-national organization sponsored by over 150 national 
governments, all of which contribute tc its operational budget. Contributions vary 
from 100 million dollars to modest contributions by developing countries. Its budget 
is dispensed on the principle of need vith the greater portion of the resources 
allocated to the area of least developnent. 


93. The UNDP Representative informed the Sub-Committee that the financial 
problems that have beset the world have affected the contributions to the UNDP to such 
an extent that only 55 per cent of the resources expected were actuallyprovided . 

Therefore the authorised budgets for project activities had to be reduced. 

94. The Division of Gobal and Inter-regional Projects (DGIP) which funds the CECAF Project 
was also affected by these same reductions. Since 5 years is now the maximum term that 

a programme is ordinarily continued, it is normal procedure to phase out support well 
before 10 years occur, which this project has reached. CECAF is not alone in the same 
situation. The Sister Project WECAFC was terminated about 3 years ago. The South China 
Sea Project has also been terminated. 


Copyrighted material 


- 38 


94. Referring to the general concern about the termination of UNDP support for CECAF, it 
was underlined that UNDP will continue funding the Project for twelve man months in 1985. 
It is also understood that other funding will be sought to continue support of the other 
two professionals in the Project for the same period of time. 

96. With regard to the wishes expressed by many of the delegates that funds for the CECAF 
Project be continued and even enhanced, the UNDP Representative said that the views 
expressed in the Sub-Committee's sessions were an important element in drawing attention 
to the importance of the fisheries sector and the CECAF Project. He advised that the 
Sub-Committee should make its views known to UNDP and its Governing Council. 

97. The Gambian delegation suggested that the coastal countries represented at the 
Governing Council of UNDP bring the problem to its attention. 

98. The Sub-Committee noted that the best way for CECAF coastal countries to demonstrate 
their interest in the Project is to start considering making contributions either in cash 
or in kind. 

OTHER MATTERS 

99. No other matters were discussed. 

DATE AND PLACE OF THE NEXT SESSION 

100. The Sub-Committee suggested that the next session take place within two years; the 
date and place of the session will be decided by the Director-General of FAO in consul- 
tation with the Chairman of the Committee. 

ADOPTION OF THE REPORT 

101. The report of the Sixth Session of the Sub-Committee on Fishery Development was 
adopted at Banjul on 13 October 1984. 
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ANNEX 1 
Agenda 


1. Opening of the session 

2. Adoption of the Agenda and arrangements for the session 

3. Election of Officers 

4. Review of present situation of fisheries in the region 

(a) National reports on fishery development in the CECAF region 

(b) Overview of current development trends 

(c) Assessment of aid to small-scale fisheries in the CECAF region 

5. Review of technical assistance programmes in the region 

{a) CECAF Project 

(b) Regional Programme for Integrated Development of Small-Scale Fisheries in 
West Africa 

(cj Regional Fish Trade Information and Cooperation Service for West Africa 
(INFOPECHE) 

(d) Associated FAO activities in the area 

6. Discussion on future development priorities for the region 

7. Other matters 

8. Date and place of the next session 

9. Adoption of the report 


f 
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KIM, Moon-Kyoung 
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LEE, Chang-Ki 
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Fisheries Administration 
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United States of America 
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U.S. Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 
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U.S.A.I.D. 
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Washington D.C. 20523 

France 

GARACHE, S. 

Chef du Bureau des Conventions internationales 
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Gambie/The Gambia 
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Fisheries Assistant 
Fisheries Department 
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Fisheries Department 
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Banjul 
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Fisheries Department 
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Banjul 
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Fisheries Department 
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Fisheries Department 
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Fisheries Department 
6, Marina Parade 
Banjul 
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Bissau 
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Banjul 
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Fisheries Department 

6, Marina Parade 
Banjul 

SAIDYKHAN, M. A. 
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Fisheries Department 
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Banjul 
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Agricultural Development Bank 
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Secretariat d'Etat h la Peche 
C. P. 102 
Bissau 

Guinee Equatoriale/Equatorial Guinea 
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Directeur 

Institut Scientifique des Peches Maritimes 
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Directeur 
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JEILANI, M.M. 

Directeur 
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Directeur general adjoint des Peches 
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Federal Department of Fisheries 
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ANNEX 4 
Resolution 


The Sub-Committee on Fisheries Development 

Considering that the fisheries sector is of great importance to the economy of the 
countries bordering the Eastern Central Atlantic, that it can contribute to the promotion 
of food self-sufficiency and that it often represents a significant source of employment, 
income and foreign exchange; 

Noting that the new regime of the ocean confers on coastal States sovereign rights 
over the living resources of their Exclusive Economic Zones but that this implies new 
obligations concerning research, conservation and management of resources; 

Recognizing that during the last decade the FAO/UNDP Project for the Development of 
Fisheries in the Eastern Central Atlantic has played and extremely useful role in assisting 
coastal countries of the region in their efforts to exploit more effectively the fishery 
resources under their jurisdiction and in facilitating international cooperation thanks 
to the Fishery Committee for the Eastern Central Atlantic; 

Bearing in mind the Strategy for fishery management and development as approved by the 
FAO World Conference on Fishery Management and Development (Rome, 27 June - 6 July 1984) 
which has, on the one hand, emphasized the benefits to be derived by developing countries 
from regional or sub-regional technical support projects associated with regional fishery 
commissions and which has, on the other hand, judged that in order to implement these 
projects consideration should be given to the use of assistance of developed countries 
possessing appropriate experience and competence; 

Welcoming the fruitful cooperation between coastal and non coastal States which 
already exists in the Eastern Central Atlantic Region, and desiring the strengthening of 
this cooperation in particular in the framework of CECAF ; 

1. Regrets that the United Nations Development Programme has decided to stop 
financing at the same level as previously the Inter-regional Project for Development of 
Fisheries in the Eastern Central Atlantic; 

2. Notes however with satisfaction that UNDP has accepted to fund a smaller 
project consisting of a core unit that would ensure essential coordinating services to 
CECAF; 


3. Extends sincere thanks to UNDP and the governments which have contributed 
substantially to CECAF activities, and in particular to Canada, Denmark, Netherlands, 
Norway, Senegal and Spain; 

4. Earnestly hopes that the Governing Council of UNDP will consider allocating 
to fisheries development a larger portion of the Programme resources; 

5. Recommends that CECAF Member States and other states including those states 
fishing in the region and regional organizations for economic integration which are able 
to do so should contribute technical and financial support to the Committee's activities 

either directly or by harmonizing their bilateral programmes with those of CECAF. 
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